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21 September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers 
We are delighted that Year 4 have been invited to participate in an event at the Black Country Living Museum on Friday 9th October. 

The event, “Living History in Action: Performing Heritage in Museums” is organised by the museum and the Mantle of the Expert Network - in particular David Allen. David is known to the children as he has worked with them before and is one of our school governors. 

The children will be working in role as Victorians involved in the needle making trade in Redditch and the delegates will also be in role asking them about their working conditions. This links directly to the learning the children are doing in class about the history of their local area and so they will be fully prepared with lots to say! There will also be a group of older children doing a very similar job in a different space in the museum, but for us this is a unique and special opportunity. 

We are very grateful that David has arranged for the £8.70 entrance to the museum to be covered and is also sponsoring the £250 transport costs, so we will not be asking for a monetary contribution from you. We will though be asking for help with costumes – more details on this and timings etc to follow.  

During the morning, the children will tour the museum with Woodrow staff. Then after lunch, each class will work “in role” as Victorians for a maximum of 30 minutes. Their teachers and teaching assistants will be with them at all times - just like they would be if we were doing this in class with visitors. If they don’t want to speak to the delegates, we will give them a non speaking role, but it would be great for as many children as possible to take the opportunity to interact.  

We would like to thank David for inviting us to be part of this event and we know that the children will get a lot out of the experience. 


Mr R Kieran and the Year 4 Team
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